
 

Worship Guide for Sunday, August 22, 2021  

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
First Lutheran Church - Sandpoint 

Welcome! 
Whether gathering in worship near or far, we give thanks to God for binding us all 
together and feeding us with One heavenly food, Jesus Christ, our bread of life.  May the 
Word heard and tasted through this time in worship, nourish you and help you grow in 
your faith and love of God and one another.  Come and join the feast and celebration! 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Note:  Covid-19 Protocol update -  The back half of the worship space is for those who 
will offer 6 foot distancing from other family or friend groups and are wearing masks.   

Please leave this taped off area for those who need these safety measures in place  
to participate in worship.  Additional information about our pandemic protocols in 

response to the delta variant can be found on page 12. 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and 
preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

*GATHERING SONG - He Comes to Us as One Unknown (ELW 737, vs 1 & 4) 

1 He comes to us as one unknown, 
a breath unseen, unheard; 
as though within a heart of stone, 
or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
a pulse of being stirred, 
a pulse of being stirred. 

4 He comes in love as once he came 
by flesh and blood and birth; 
to bear within our mortal frame 
a life, a death, a saving name, 
for ev'ry child of earth, 
for ev'ry child of earth. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Psalm 84 

1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
2 My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh sing 

for joy to the living God. 
3 Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay 

her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
4 Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. Selah 
5 Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
6 As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain 

also covers it with pools. 
7 They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah 
9 Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed. 
10 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a 

doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness. 
11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good thing 

does the LORD withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
12 O LORD of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

3



*GOSPEL: John 6:56-69 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his 
flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something 
about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the 
scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall 
we go?” 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me 
will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that 
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live 
forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 
accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to 
them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 
where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not 
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who 
was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 
him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have 
come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

4



HYMN OF THE DAY -  Blessed Assurance    (ELW 638 v 1-3) 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel 
of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-
giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you 
have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give 
guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, 
disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and 
feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are 
persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life 
such as a new job, new school, or new community (especially). Sustain enduring 
friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you 
thanks for the saints who have gone before us (especially). Renew our confidence in your 
promise of resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,(like waving from your 
location) and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
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OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  

You may share your offering as you return to your seat at Communion or give online 
through our  

https://firstlutheransandpoint.breezechms.com/give/online.   
The offering plates are in the front corners and near the exit doors.   

Also, for those worshiping with us from home, please prepare a form of bread and wine/
grape juice as we turn to gather now, around God’s table of grace. 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

*DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.    

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Communion will be served at one station.  The lectern side will start by coming forward 

by the center aisle.  The wine and grape juice (white) will be served in pre-poured 
glasses.  A bowl is near the outside aisle to collect empty glasses. 

Please give the next family unit six feet as you make your way forward. 

COMMUNION 
The gifts are given as the following promise is spoken,  

“The body of Christ given for you.” 
“The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

You may respond.  Amen. 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG   Praise and Thanksgiving   (ELW 689, v 3&4) 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   (Fellowship outside on covered entry way) 
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WORSHIP NOTES: 

Cover Image from SundaysandSeasons.com 
Liturgy Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Scripture text from the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version, sundaysandseasons.com) 
Songs reprinted and streamed by permission.  onelicense.net #A-705894. 

Worship Team: 
Piano - Colleen Culwell 
Pastors - Lori Morton and Steve Neuder 
AV/Tech - Scott Youngren and Don Farnham 

Office Contact Information:  T & Th 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
208-263-2048  office@firstlutheransandpoint.org 

Prayers - Donna Bricker, Gene Dillon, Mary Laker, David Hollyer, Frances Cavagnaro, 
Dar Cogswell, Carrie Cummings, Alyssa Grant, Allyson Kemp, Betty Mitchell, Royce 
Howell, George Marker, Lynn Franck, Chris Ingham; Randy Petersen; Charles Shobe Sr., 
Nicky Schripsema; Wendi Lies; Gerda Burke; Kara Schripsema; Trey Haberlock; Tom 
Taylor; Hunter Taylor; Eugene Kurwicki; Mike Shobe; Marguerite Suttmeier, Sylvia 
Greenwood; Janet Merrill, and those on your hearts and minds today. 

Luther Park residents, their families, and staff. 

The extreme temperatures and all life unable to find relief from this drought.  Fire 
response teams to wildfires across the country and into Canada.  Shoshone Mountain 
Lodge, a Lutherhaven ministry site was evacuated this week due to the lack of 
evacuation routes from the Deceitful Fire.  Currently being used as a staging area for 
firefighters. 

Nations in crisis, esp.: Afghanistan and Haiti 

Fellowship:  We are temporarily suspending the food and coffee aspect of Fellowship 
time after the service, until the rate of Covid-19 community transmission decreases for 
two weeks straight. 

Please see the  bulletin board for notes from youth who attended Lutherhaven Camp and 
were supported by FLC camper scholarships.  Also, hold Lutherhaven Outdoor Ministries 
in your prayers as delegates join the Annual Meeting this afternoon.  FLC delegates are 
Jim and Diana Carlson, Elizabeth and Steve Neuder, and Lisa Tyrrell. 
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Covid - 19 Protocols:  

With the increasing rate of infection in the area, following CDC updated guidelines, we 
strongly encourage everyone to where masks inside.  Panhandle Health has moved 
Bonner County into the Red category as of 8/12/2021 because local hospitals have 
reached capacity from delta variant infections.  Therefore, we are practicing the following 
protocols for groups gatherings: 

• We have polled members and have found that 88% of the congregation is vaccinated as 
well as both pastors.  While the chance of serious illness is slight, vaccinated 
people are becoming infected (showing some or no symptoms) and within the 
first 3-5 days of exposure, carry enough virus in their throats to be able to 
infect others.  Non-vaccinated (our children under 12 and members with 
allergic reactions to vaccines) need our help to remain healthy. 

• Practice physical distancing: 6’ spacing between family/ friend groups while seated or 
standing inside, unless invited to sit with the other group.  

• Communion is being served with washed / sanitized hands and masks worn by pastors. 
• Use Hand sanitizer or wash hands upon entry for all congregants. 
• All extended conversations please conduct outside. 
• Please respect everyone’s choices and desire to be healthy and to feel safe while 

worshiping together. 
• With greater freedom, comes greater responsibility to caretake each other. if you do not 

feel well or have symptoms of illness like coughing and sneezing, we 
welcome you to worship with us online instead of in-person.  This includes 
responses to the smoke, which make it more difficult to know if we are ill or 
not. 

• We are singing a few verses of the hymns (the CDC names this as a high risk behavior 
in larger groups of people from differing households, who are not wearing 
masks).  Humming is preferred.  If you do sing, please wear a mask.  We also 
are planning worship to be shorter than an hour and windows are opened for 
ventilation to mitigate the risk. 

• Groups may request use of the fellowship hall, following these practices and are 
required to clean surfaces after use. 

Thank you for helping us provide a care-filled worship and ministry experience during 
this ever-changing pandemic. 
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