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ELW Service of the Word 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

October 18, 2020 

First Lutheran Church - Sandpoint, ID 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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Welcome!  We are thankful for this time you have set aside for worship of God and care 

of one another.  It is not easy to know or trust God is with us, when we find ourselves in 

the wilderness, wandering.  As we continue in this pandemic time and tensions of an 

election year, the world needs us to be the blessing God blessed us to be.  Whether we are 

gathered in person or raising our prayers from home, God invites us to discover what it 

means to be rescued, saved people.  For, even now, God gives us the tools we need to be 

community and continue on our way, following in Jesus’ footsteps, fed by His Word.   

Please note the following things to support you in your worship: 

• First, thank you for adjusting to and heeding the precautions we have put in place to 

reduce the spread of the Covid-19 virus, while we gather. 

• In addition to wearing face masks, remaining 6’ apart from other family groups or 

friend cohorts, staying home if you do not feel well, and refraining from shaking hands 

or hugging,  

• we have placed the offering plates at the entrances and exits of the worship space, so 

you do not have to touch any surfaces.   

• Frequently touched surfaces are cleaned before groups gather and after.   

• The bathrooms are located to the right, as you exit the back of the church.  We ask 

that one family unit use the facilities at a time.  Hydrogen peroxide is available to 

disinfect touched surfaces. 

• The Children’s Playroom and Nursery is not available for use. 

• Doors and windows are kept open and the fans running for ventilation. 

• We ask that you meditate on the songs as the music plays, rather than singing. 

• During the passing of the peace, we will teach a sign language greeting you may 

share while remaining in your pew. 

• At the end of the worship, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss you by rows.  

The upright piano side of the sanctuary will leave through the door up front.  The 

lectern side will exit the way you came in. 

• Fellowship is encouraged with social distancing, once you are outside of the building. 

• We requested your name and phone number in case we need to notify you of a 

potential exposure to Covid-19.  We will heed HIPAA laws if or when the need 

arises. 

• On Sundays, the fellowship hall door that leads out to the Ontario St. parking lot will 

be exit only for anyone who might be seated in the overflow seating.  The Main 

Ontario St. door and the doors nearest the church office will be the only doors 

unlocked for entry.  This is to help us successfully resume in person worship so 
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everyone has access to hand sanitizing stations and reduce congestion for your 

coming in and going out. 

• Even with all of this, we cannot eliminate the risk of contracting the Covid-19 virus 

while gathering indoors, so we will record each worship and post for those who choose 

to stay home.  If you are using this bulletin at home to worship God, please create a 

space in your home with a candle, Bible or other symbols of God to help you focus 

your attention on God’s presence with you.  Yes, the Holy Spirit connects us all 

together wherever we are with the saints today, and all those who have gone before us 

in the faith. 

 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG -      Lord, Be Glorified (ELW 744) 

 

*GREETING (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 

Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy. 

Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 

created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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FIRST READING: Exodus 33:12-23 
Moses successfully interceded with God to accompany Israel to the promised land after 

their sin with the golden calf. In response to a request to display the divine glory, God 

recites a sentence that appears frequently in the Hebrew Scriptures: “I will be gracious 

to whom I will be gracious.” Moses is not allowed to see God’s face, but only God’s 

back. 

12Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have 

not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, 

and you have also found favor in my sight. ’13Now if I have found favor in your sight, 

show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too 

that this nation is your people.” 14He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give 

you rest.” 15And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from 

here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, 

unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every 

people on the face of the earth.” 

  17The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have 

found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18Moses said, “Show me your glory, I 

pray.” 19And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim 

before you the name, ‘The LORD’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 

will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; 

for no one shall see me and live.” 21And the LORD continued, “See, there is a place by me 

where you shall stand on the rock; 22and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft 

of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23then I will take 

away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 

   1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 

 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
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 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. R 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. 

First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent 

their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 

sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 

one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 

are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 

they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 

title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 

emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When 

they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Give Thanks   (W&P 41) 
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*CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your 

Holy Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the 

witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the 

sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted 

stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations 

and communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt 

(especially). Join their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by 

name. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, 

magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration 

may be known. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you 

(especially). We give thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, while remaining in your pew. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
  

OFFERING - 

Take this time to reflect upon what you are grateful for. 

Offerings may be placed in the plates as you go out from this worship to live in 

service to God throughout the week. 

Or you can give online https://firstlutheransandpoint.breezechms.com/give/online. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
The presiding minister leads one of the following or another appropriate prayer. 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 

light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 

Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

you. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 

your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
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Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 

God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG   “Take My Life, That I May Be”  

(TOMA MI VOLUNTAD): Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad (ELW 583)

 
1 Take my hands and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. Refrain 

 

2 Take my silver and my gold, 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect and use 

ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose. Refrain 

 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only for my King; 

take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. Refrain 

 

4 Take my will and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart, it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. Refrain

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES: 
Liturgy From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Cover 

Roman Coin of Caesar Augustus, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-

imagelink.pl?RC=57565 [retrieved October 12, 2020]. Original source: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/finds/1194932266. 

 

Songs: 
“Give Thanks”, “Lord, Be Glorified!”, “Take My Life” 
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