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Service of the Word 
September 27, 2020 

In Home Worship with First Lutheran Church 

 

 

Online resources can be found on our website 

 https://www.firstlutheransandpoint.org/online-worship.html. 

 

 

 

Prelude (Play music that prepares your heart, mind, soul, and body for worship.  

Maybe light a candle, hang a cross or set aside another place in your home as holy 

ground for this time with God.) 

 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

https://www.firstlutheransandpoint.org/online-worship.html
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus. 

Through Christ you have been given grace upon grace. 

Your sins are forgiven. 

Let us live together, now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love flows in our hearts 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG -         (ELW 456) 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 

overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 

salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in 

desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. 

The doubt-filled question—“Is the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 

stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 

water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us 

water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 

test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 

against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 

children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I 

do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, 

“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in 

your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there 

in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 

so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He 

called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 

the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 

 1To you, O LORD, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 

  and teach me your paths. R 

 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 

things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 

one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 

do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven, ’he will say 

to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him? ’26But if we say, ‘Of human origin, ’we 

are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 

“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 

am doing these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 

go and work in the vineyard today. ’29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he 

changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and 

he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 

but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 

you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
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SERMON - 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:      (ELW 801) 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of 

Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with 

humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep 

your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so 

that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and 

new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change 

our minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, 

mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or 

neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. 

Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our 
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community (especially); make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our 

neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors 

and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, 

teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 

“Peace be with you,” or similar words, now and in creative ways throughout the 

week. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 OFFERING 

Share what you are grateful for. 

If you would like to offer financial support for the ministries of First Lutheran, you 

can mail them to the church.  526 S. Olive, Ave.  Sandpoint, ID 83864 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 

you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 

with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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If you are with someone or on the phone with friends or family, Holy Communion 

can be shared now.  Choose a leader and follow the liturgy included here.  If you 

would like a pastor to share this meal with you by phone, arrange through the 

church office. 
 

*DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 

O God, you are Love: bind us together as one. 

O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

 

Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Share bread with each person at your table saying,  

“The body of Christ given for you.” 

 

Then share the wine or grape juice with each person saying,  

“The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

 

For those at the table who do not yet receive Communion, you can offer this or a 

similar blessing, “You are a child of God. God’s love is always with you.” 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. 

Amid the cares of this life, 

strengthen us to love you with all our heart, 

serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 

and honor the earth you have made; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, 

strengthen your faith, deepen your love, and + grant you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

This is the mission we share in Christ’s name: 

To Praise God!  Nurture Faith!  And Serve All! 

 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;  

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  

help the afflicted; honor all people;  

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

SENDING SONG  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”    (ELW  618) 

1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

where the healing waters flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 

shield me with your mighty arm, 

shield me with your mighty arm. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell's destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs and praises, songs and praises, 

I will raise forevermore, 

I will raise forevermore. 
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Worship Notes: 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Songs: 
“Baptized in Water” text,  “Change My Heart O God” Reprinted and streamed by permission.  

All rights reserved.  onelicense.net A-705894. 

 
 
 


