
 

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Day  

Sunday, April 4, 2021 
Worship with First Lutheran Church  

Welcome!  On this first day of the week, we gather with Mary Magdalene and the other disciples 
as they come to terms with Jesus’ passion - his arrest, trial, suffering, and crucifixion.  How do 
they continue in a world where storms like this still rage?  And, what do we do with the good 
news that God is still calling our name.  Awakening us to a beat that will not stop stirring our 
hearts to dance with all creation a song of resurrection, that not even death can stop. Come and 
join the dance that has no end. 

1



Prelude - Praise to the Lord Almighty and All Creatures of our God and King 

Welcome and Announcements 

Protocols for the congregation’s safety can be found on page 12. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING SONG  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!  (hum) 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

Greeting 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 

Prayer 
Let us pray, 
Holy One, Justice-Seeker, Lover of Creation! 
You are the restorer of life, the conqueror of all that is death-dealing 
in our hearts and in this world. 
Come and dance with us, dazzle us with your brilliance, move us to wakefulness – 
so that we can be risen with Christ and in Christ. 
Be with us now, we pray.  Amen. 
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Leader: Happy Easter! We are so glad that you are with us. Indeed it is a time of mixed emotions 
as we dare to hope in the strides we have taken to be restored from this pandemic. But the 
celebration can be somewhat dampened by all that we have been through in the last year. Our 
Gospel story tells us that bad news seemed to have been raining down on the disciples as they 
watched their Beloved Teacher succumb to death on a cross. We’ve had our share of bad news as 
well. As Easter people, we know the rest of the story. “The sun’s in my heart…” sang Gene 
Kelly as he danced in the rain. Our colorful umbrellas today and for the rest of the Easter season 
over the next 8 weeks will remind us that we are called to dance our dances of freedom for all 
the world to see–even and perhaps especially in times of great difficulty.  During this season, we 
will dare to dance again! Dances of hope. Dances of justice. Dances of love. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 
More than 700 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah proclaims the good news of God’s 
salvation and calls all people to rejoice! God will make a rich feast for all people. God will wipe 
the tears from their eyes. And most importantly, God will destroy death itself. 

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the LORD has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118 
(from A Lukan Psalter: According to the usage of The Order of Saint Luke) 

I thank you, ADONAI, for your goodness! 
Your steadfast love is everlasting!  
Let Israel now pro claim:  
“Your steadfast love is everlasting!”  

Let the House of Aaron now proclaim:  
“Your steadfast love is everlasting!”  
Let those who revere ADONAI now proclaim:  
“Your steadfast love is everlasting!” 

In anguish, I cried to you, ADONAI, 
and you answered me with freedom. 
Because ADONAI is with me,  
I am not afraid – what can anyone do to me?  

God is my strength and my song; 
God has become my salvation!  
Raise shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the upright 
ADONAI’s right hand is doing mighty acts! 
ADONAI’s right hand has triumphed;  
ADONAI’s right hand is doing mighty acts!  

This is the day ADONAI has made –  
we will rejoice and be glad in it!  
Hosanna, save us, ADONAI! 
ADONAI, give us success. 
Blessings on the one who comes in the Name of  ADONAI!  
We bless you from the house of God.  

ADONAI is God and God has en-lightened us.  
Join the festal procession!  
With palm fronds in hand,  
go up to the horns of the altar!     

You are my God, and I thank you; 
you are my God, and I exalt you.  
Thank you for hearing me, for saving me. 
Thank you, ADONAI, for your goodness;     
Your steadfast love is everlasting.  
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A STORY FOR ALL AGES :  (Children’s Time - may remain in their seats) 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL: John 20:1-18 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is empty. Disciples 
arrive, then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, and a 
weeping woman becomes the first to confess her faith in the risen Lord. 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. 
 
  11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 
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14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus.  
15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him 
in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - 
Crown Him with many crowns (arr. J. Payne) 

CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of 
your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it 
to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what 
you have made. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. 
Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new 
beginnings. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or 
confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve 
(especially). Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your 
beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our 
community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join 
with (Benedict the African and) all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy 
endures forever!” Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may turn in their places and greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and 
may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.  Also, continue to reach out with phone calls, 

cards, waving at people when you are out walking, and all the other ways you have been 
reflecting Jesus’ love through your words and actions. 

SONG OF THANKSGIVING: 
 (will be played through once, then may hum or sing lightly)  

Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us to step out in mission for the world. 

Praising God, Nurturing Faith, and Serving All 
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Benediction 

Leader: I want to thank you for being with us on this day. I invite you to come back next week 
because Easter is not just a day, it is a season–a “week of weeks”–meaning that we will be 
daring to dance for the next seven weeks until the Day of Pentecost.  

As a Benediction I want to share these words that we will hear more of next week as we are 
inspired by the song lyrics from singer Lee Ann Womack: 

“Promise me that you'll give faith a fighting chance, 
And when you get the choice to sit it out or dance… 

I hope you dance!” 

And may the Loving God, 
Risen Christ, 

and Dancing Spirit  
fill you with all you need 

for the days ahead. 

And all God’s people said, 
“Amen!" 

Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Thanks be to God! 

SENDING SONG  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds       (ELW 367) 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
in praise of love that still abounds: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
set heart and will on things above 

that we conquer through your triumph; 
grant grace sufficient for life's day 

that by our lives we truly say: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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OFFERINGS 

Offerings may be placed in the plates as you go out from this worship to live in service to God 
throughout the week. 

Or you can give online https://firstlutheransandpoint.breezechms.com/give/online. 

Postlude: The Day of Resurrection! (arr. J. Payne) 

Worship Notes: 

Image by Catrin Johnson from unsplash.com 

Liturgy adapted from “Dare to Dance” www.worshipdesignstudio.com/easterdance 
And From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Songs reprinted and streamed by permission.  onelicense.net #A-705894  

Worship Team: 
Organ - Corina Hughes 
Pastors - Lori Morton and Steve Neuder 
AV/Tech - Scott Youngren and Don Farnham  
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Announcements: 

Olive Avenue Sign:  Thank you to Bob and Trish Thurston and everyone who donated time and 
resources to help replace our church sign after it fell down last Fall.  It is good to be able to 
welcome and greet our neighbors with the mission we share. 

Worship Paraments:  In remembrance of Eddie Drinkard, new paraments for the Easter season, 
Advent, and Ordinary Time have been purchased and will be dedicated at the 10:00 a.m. service 
today.  Thank you to Royce Howell and Trish Thurston for doing the research and choosing 
these symbols to point us to the rhythm of God’s story unfolding throughout the seasons of the 
church and our lives. 

Council Meeting:  The Council will meet a week early on Zoom, April 7, 2021 at 6:15 p.m. 

Church Office: Lisa Tyrrell, our Church Secretary on Council will be working with Pastor Lori 
to update our infrastructure and prepare for another staff search.  In April and , please be patient 
with your requests.  Messages by phone and email will be checked regularly on the days when 
staff are not in the office. 
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Covid - 19 Protocols for Gathering 

Please note the following things to support you in your worship: 
• First, thank you for adjusting to and heeding the precautions we have put in place to reduce the 
spread of the Covid-19 virus, while we gather. 
• In addition to wearing face masks, remaining 6’ apart from other family groups or friend 
cohorts, staying home if you do not feel well, and refraining from shaking hands or hugging: 
• The Children’s Playroom and Nursery is not available for use. 
• We ask that you meditate on or hum the songs as the music plays, rather than singing. 
• During the passing of the peace, we invite you to wave, show a peace sign, extend your arms 
in a gesture of blessing, etc. as you remain in your pew. 
• At the end of the worship, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss you by rows. The 
upright piano side of the sanctuary will leave through the door up front. The lectern side will 
exit the way you came in. 
• Fellowship is encouraged with social distancing, once you are outside of the building. 
• We requested your name and phone number in case we need to notify you of a potential 
exposure to Covid-19. We will heed HIPAA laws if or when the need arises. 
• On Sundays, the fellowship hall door that leads out to the Ontario St. parking lot will be exit 
only for anyone who might be seated in the overflow seating. The Main Ontario St. door and the 
doors nearest the church office will be the only doors unlocked for entry. 
• Even with all of this, we cannot eliminate the risk of contracting the Covid-19 virus while 
gathering indoors. Therefore, we will record each worship and post for those who choose to stay 
home. Yes, the Holy Spirit connects us all together wherever we are, with the saints today, and 
all those who have gone before us in the faith.
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