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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome!  We are thankful for this time you have set aside for worship of God and care 
of one another.  It is not easy to know or trust God is with us, when we find ourselves in 
the wilderness, wandering.  As we continue in this pandemic time and tensions of an 
election year, the world needs us to be the blessing God blessed us to be.  Whether we are 
gathered in person or raising our prayers from home, God invites us to discover what it 
means to be rescued, saved people.  For, even now, God gives us the tools we need to be 
community and continue on our way, following in Jesus’ footsteps, fed by His Word.   

Please note the following things to support you in your worship: 

• First, thank you for adjusting to and heeding the precautions we have put in place to 
reduce the spread of the Covid-19 virus, while we gather. 

• In addition to wearing face masks, remaining 6’ apart from other family groups or 
friend cohorts, staying home if you do not feel well, and refraining from shaking hands 
or hugging,  

• we have placed the offering plates at the entrances and exits of the worship space, so 
you do not have to touch any surfaces.   

• Frequently touched surfaces are cleaned before groups gather and after.   

• The bathrooms are located to the right, as you exit the back of the church.  We ask 
that one family unit use the facilities at a time.  Hydrogen peroxide is available to 
disinfect touched surfaces. 

• The Children’s Playroom and Nursery is not available for use. 

• Doors and windows are kept open and the fans running for ventilation. 

• We ask that you meditate on the songs as the music plays, rather than singing. 

• During the passing of the peace, we will teach a sign language greeting you may 
share while remaining in your pew. 

• At the end of the worship, please remain seated until the ushers dismiss you by rows.  
The upright piano side of the sanctuary will leave through the door up front.  The 
lectern side will exit the way you came in. 

• Fellowship is encouraged with social distancing, once you are outside of the building. 

• We requested your name and phone number in case we need to notify you of a 
potential exposure to Covid-19.  We will heed HIPAA laws if or when the need arises. 

• On Sundays, the fellowship hall door that leads out to the Ontario St. parking lot will 
be exit only for anyone who might be seated in the overflow seating.  The Main 
Ontario St. door and the doors nearest the church office will be the only doors 
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unlocked for entry.  This is to help us successfully resume in person worship so 
everyone has access to hand sanitizing stations and reduce congestion for your 
coming in and going out. 

• Even with all of this, we cannot eliminate the risk of contracting the Covid-19 virus 
while gathering indoors, so we will record each worship and post for those who choose 
to stay home.  If you are using this bulletin at home to worship God, please create a 
space in your home with a candle, Bible or other symbols of God to help you focus 
your attention on God’s presence with you.  Yes, the Holy Spirit connects us all 
together wherever we are with the saints today, and all those who have gone before us 
in the faith. 

Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

Beloved, we are God’s children. 
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG -  Shall We Gather at the River  (ELW 423, v 1,2, & 4) 

1 Shall we gather at the river, 
where bright angel feet have trod, 
with its crystal tide forever 
flowing by the throne of God?   

2 On the margin of the river, 
washing up its silver spray, 
we will walk and worship ever, 
all the happy golden day. Refrain 

4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
soon our happy hearts will quiver 
with the melody of peace. Refrain 

*GREETING (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

*KYRIE 
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 
Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy. 
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in 
lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for 
those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a time 
of great oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is 
able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of God’s protection and a 
vision of victory. 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud 
voice, saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he 
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
 1I will bless the LORD| at all times; 
  the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth. 
 2I will glory | in the LORD; 
  let the lowly hear | and rejoice. R 
 3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD; 
  let us exalt God’s | name together. 
 4I sought the LORD, who | answered me 
  and delivered me from | all my terrors. 
 5Look upon the LORD| and be radiant, 
  and let not your faces | be ashamed. 
 6I called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me 
  and saved me from | all my troubles. R 
 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD 
  and de- | livers them. 
 8Taste and see that the | LORD is good; 
  happy are they who take ref- | uge in God! 
 9Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD, 
  for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing. 
 10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger, 
  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good. 
 22O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.  

SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 3:1-3 
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine love, 
set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God 
really is. 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What 
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with 
God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and 
control over others. 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         (ELW 418)  

8



*CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND REMEMBRANCE OF THE SAINTS 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 
on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness 
to your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new 
people and places around us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation. 
Bless the work of naturalists, conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to 
the wonders of the world you have made. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural voters and 
urban voters, young and old—as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts 
eager to understand our common needs and seek our common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with poverty, grief, 
hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the saints to match his own. Awaken 
in us your call to serve all who suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early church. Bless all 
new missions of our synod (especially). Empower testimony from new communities of 
faith to shape a diverse witness to your saving power. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to 
yourself. Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in the past year (here the names of 
those who have died in the previous year may be read). In faith, may we join with them in 
ceaseless praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, while remaining in your pew. 

THANKSGIVING 
  

OFFERING - 
Take this time to reflect upon what you are grateful for. 

Offerings may be placed in the plates as you go out from this worship to live in 
service to God throughout the week. 

Or you can give online https://firstlutheransandpoint.breezechms.com/give/online. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
The presiding minister leads one of the following or another appropriate prayer. 

Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG   For All the Saints   (ELW 422 verses 1,2, & 7 ) 

1 For all the saints  
who from their labors rest, 
who thee by faith  
before the world confessed, 
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2 Thou wast their rock,  
their fortress, and their might; 
thou, Lord, their captain  
in the well-fought fight; 
thou, in the darkness  
drear, their one true light. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

7 From earth's wide bounds,  
from ocean's farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams  
in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

WORSHIP NOTES: 
Liturgy and Image From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Songs: 
“Rejoice in God's Saints - Text” 
Reprinted and streamed by permission.  All rights reserved.  onelicense.net A-705894. 

WORSHIP TEAM: 
Rev. Lori C. Morton - Pastor 
Rev. Steve Neuder - Pastor 
Organist - Corina Hughes 
Scott Youngren and Don Farnham- Video and Sound 
Ushers and Greeters: Keith Carter, Christi Paulsen, Sharon Roget, and Ray Yaw 
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