
Service of the Word 
September 6, 2020 

In Home Worship with First Lutheran Church 

Online resources can be found on our website 
 https://www.firstlutheransandpoint.org/online-worship.html. 

Prelude (Play music that prepares your heart, mind, soul, and body for worship.  
Maybe light a candle, hang a cross or set aside another place in your home as holy 
ground for this time with God.) 

1

https://www.firstlutheransandpoint.org/online-worship.html


GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus. 
Through Christ you have been given grace upon grace. 
Your sins are forgiven. 
Let us live together, now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love flows in our hearts 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG - When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603) 
(to the tune of “Jesus Calls Us, Our the Tumult) 

1 God, when human bonds are broken 
and we lack the love or skill 
to restore the hope of healing, 
give us grace and make us still. 
 
2 Through that stillness, with your 
Spirit 
come into our world of stress, 
for the sake of Christ forgiving 
all the failures we confess. 
 
3 You in us are bruised and broken: 
hear us as we seek release 
from the pain of earlier living; 
set us free and grant us peace. 

 
4 Send us, God of new beginnings, 
humbly hopeful into life. 
Use us as a means of blessing: 
make us stronger, give us faith. 
 
5 Give us faith to be more faithful, 
give us hope to be more true, 
give us love to go on learning: 
God, encourage and renew! 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 
your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 
lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the 
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 
but you will have saved your life. 
 
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 
how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 
 33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain. R 
 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 
 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for your commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me. R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. 
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the 
future God has in store for us. 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling 
and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church 
as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned 
against another. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, 
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to 
you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two 
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to 
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON - 

Space to write or draw your reflections. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling. (ELW 631) 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come 
down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving 
Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always 
blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without 
ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. 
Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community (especially). Strengthen 
ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the 
World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have 
entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, 
storms, or pollution (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward 
peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide 
legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-
being of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and 
those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the 
outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies 
to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and 
through our work. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped 
them, equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your 
salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words, now and in creative ways throughout the 
week. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 OFFERING 
Share what you are grateful for. 

If you would like to offer financial support for the ministries of First Lutheran, you 
can mail them to the church.  526 S. Olive, Ave.  Sandpoint, ID 83864 

List at least 3 things here: 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
If you are with someone or on the phone with friends or family, Holy Communion 
can be shared now.  Choose a leader and follow the liturgy included here.  If you 

would like a pastor to share this meal with you by phone, arrange through the 
church office. 

*DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
O God, you are Love: bind us together as one. 
O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Share bread with each person at your table saying,  

“The body of Christ given for you.” 

Then share the wine or grape juice with each person saying,  
“The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

For those at the table who do not yet receive Communion, you can offer this or a 
similar blessing, “You are a child of God. God’s love is always with you.” 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 
nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. 
Amid the cares of this life, 
strengthen us to love you with all our heart, 
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 
and honor the earth you have made; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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BLESSING 
The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, 
strengthen your faith, deepen your love, and + grant you peace. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543) 
 
1 "Go, my children, with my blessing, 
never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, 
you are my own. 
In my love's baptismal river 
I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, 
you are my own." 
 

DISMISSAL  
This is the mission we share in Christ’s name: 
To Praise God!  Nurture Faith!  And Serve All! 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;  
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  
help the afflicted; honor all people;  
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 

Worship Notes: 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress. 

Songs: 
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.“Go My Children, With My Blessing” Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.  Text © 
1983 Concordia Publishing House.  Printed with permission.  Reprinted and streamed by 
permission.  All rights reserved.  onelicense.net A-705894. 

Image: https://hail.to/calledsouth/article/eV1CYTW
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